PLYMOUTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Wednesday, December 7,2016 

Mayflower Room, Town Hall, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, MA - 4:00 pm 


4:10pm - Call to Order 

Ken Tavares, Chairman of the Board, called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Kenneth A. Tavares, Chairman 

Anthony F. Provenzano Jr, Vice Chairman 
John Mahoney 
Sean Page 

Shelagh Joyce (Remotely by Phone) 

Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager 
Derek Brindisi, Assistant Town Manager 


4:10pm - Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Leaked Email 

Ken Tavares, Chairman of the Board, outlined the reason for calling this emergency 
Selectmen’s Meeting. He said he wanted to bring the Board together to discuss the 
circumstances and seriousness involved over a leaked email from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) regarding a safety inspection of the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant. Mr. 
Tavares told the Board that he has been in contact with some members of the State 
Delegation who have offered their full support in this matter. He also said after tonight’s 
meeting he plans on contacting our State Representatives as well. 

Chairman Tavares said he would like to discuss drafting a message or letter that will be sent 
to the NRC. He said he would also like it to go to the Congressional Delegation, Governor, 
and State Delegation, requesting that the NRC provide an update on the status of the Pilgrim 
Power Plant. He also said that as he understands it, the NRC is taking the Power Plant 
through a performance review. Mr. Tavares said “we do not want to be alarmists but we need 
assurance from the NRC that this Power Plant is safe”. He reiterated that the plant is 
scheduled to be operational through 2019. 

Shelagh Joyce, Selectman, stated that the Board is responsible for ensuring the plant is safe, 
both short term and long term. She also said that the Board needs to hear the full story of 
what transpired here. 

John Mahoney, Selectman, said that there is potential here for worldwide consequences. He 
demands openness and transparency, and does not believe that the email was leaked 
intentionally. Selectman Mahoney added that at this point, he has very limited confidence in 
the Power Plant and its operations. After reviewing the NRC statement, Selectman Mahoney 
is questioning whether or not this is to cover someone’s backside. Safety is our number one 
concern, and we need the full support of Governor Baker and the State Delegation. 
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Sean Page, Selectman, said that safety is his number one priority and after reading through 
the leaked email, he feels that safety is a huge concern right now. Selectman Page went on to 
say that serious issues within this plant need immediate attention. He finished by saying the 
letter from the NRC is completely unacceptable. 

Anthony Provenzano JR, Vice Chairman, stated that the leaked memo represents a raw data 
point, or an ongoing study. We still don’t know how serious this inadvertent email release is. 
Mr. Provenzano said that he would like the NRC o come before the Board of Selectmen to 
provide us, and the community, assurance that the Power Plant does not pose a threat. He 
added that he does not want to have to wait until May for this to happen, so he demands that 
the NRC attend the next Board of Selectmen’s Meeting. 

Chairman Tavares said that the Board was infonned about the email leak last night but did 
not know what the content was. There’s a lot written in that email and this has caused us 
much concern. Chainnan Tavares agreed that the NRC must come before the Board of 
Selectmen and the Board will need the full cooperation of Congress. He reiterated that this 
information did not come to us from the NRC, but rather there was a message sent to Public 
Safety. 

Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager, said that our Fire Chief was first informed by an Entergy 
Official about the email release. The NRC never followed up with us. 

Chairman Tavares then opened the floor up for Public Comment. 

Steve Lydon came to the podium saying perception is everything. He said the NRC and the 
public have doubts that the workers are competent enough to do their job, and Mr. Lydon 
added that the closure of the plant is causing them to skip safety requirements. 

Chairman Tavares added that the report states that the team is working together with positive 
energy but questions why management can’t get the results that are needed. 

Joe Coughlin came up and said that he agrees that he doesn’t know if the concerns are valid. 
He is mostly concerned about the way that this has occurred and that the NRC has unduly 
alanned the community. If the NRC thought that these issues were serious enough they 
should have warranted an immediate shutdown. Federal inspections are common and the 
plant is early in the inspection process. The NRC has major damage control as a result of 
their incompetence and that the “leaker: should be prosecuted. 

Sara Altair came up and said that she has been concerned about the plant for the past six 
years. She has attended many meetings with the NRC. Although the NRC has reported that 
everything is fine, they still say they are overwhelmed. She finished by saying she does not 
feel safe and doesn’t trust the plant, but thanked the Board of Selectmen for their leadership. 

Janet Arowitz asked the Board if the response memo from the NRC would be released, and 
added that the NRC must now focus on damage control. 

Anthony Provenzano Jr read the NRC Memeo aloud. (See attached) 

Chairman Tavares said that the NRC Memo was sent to a reporter and not the Board of 
Selectman. He said the last couple of years the Board has made strong efforts to work with 
the NRC and to compromise, but this leak could have tom apart the group. He then asked for 
a motion from the Board. 
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On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Sean Page, the Board of Selectmen 
demand the attendance of a representative or representatives from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant at a future Selectmen’s Meeting and 
explain (1) the unauthorized release of infonnation which occurred on or about December 6, 
2016, (2) the information circulation protocol that is in place for the NRC, and (3) to place 
the released infonnation in some context in light of the current extraordinary inspections 
currently taking place at the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station. And in addition to the demand, 
the Selectmen shall communicate directly with our Federal Legislative Delegation, our State 
Legislative Delegation, and the Executive Office of the Governor of the Commonwealth, to 
express our concerns and to call upon them to join us in this demand that the NRC and 
Entergy come before the Plymouth Board of Selectmen in an pen public meeting to which all 
of the above shall be invited. The motion was seconded by Sean Page. Voted 5/0 

Joe Lynch, from Entergy, came up and said that Entergy received information much like the 
Board of Selectmen and subsequently sent a Statement to the press. Entergy is looking for a 
successful inspection but that they are early in the process. He said that email contains just 
the notes to date. He added that Entergy has made substantial gains in perfonnance. Mr. 
Lynch said that he believes the plant is safe but that Entergy also does not comment on 
ongoing inspections. 

Shelagh Joyce asked if this inspection is planned, to which Mr. Lynch said yes, and that 
Entergy had to notify the NRC when the plant was ready for inspection. He went n to say the 
inspection is a three week on-site inspection that involves all of the different groups at the 
plant that support the operations which will culminate into a final inspection report. 


4:55pm - Adjournment 

On a motion by Anthony Provenzano Jr and seconded by Shelagh Joyce, the Board voted to 
adjourn the Open Session at 4:55pm. Voted 5/0 

By Roll Call: Tavares-Yes, Provenzano-Yes, Mahoney-Yes, Page-Yes, Joyce-Yes 


Recorded by: Christopher Badot 

Administrative Assistant, Board of Selectmen 
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